ASCRC Minutes 1/31/18
2:00 GBB 225
Call to order

Members Present: B. Carpenter, D. Coffin,  M. Hendrix, B. Hillman, J. Iverson, V. Lewis, G. Morell, A. Sala,  K. Sugden, M. Welch
Ex-Officio Present:  B. Holzworth, V. Hopkins, B. French N. Lindsay, T. Morgan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members Excused: J. Eglin, N. Greymorning, J. Hickman, T. Missett
The minutes from 11/21/17 were approved. 
Communication
· The curriculum consent agenda was approved by the Faculty Senate.  There was some  discussion of the two general education courses appealed to ASCRC, but they were eventually approved.   Chair Coffin is meeting with the General Education Committee tomorrow.  There needs to be better communication between the committees and between the committee’s and the faculty proposing courses.  Any non-approval should include a paragraph explanation and  any appeal should include a written trail of correspondence. 

· Chair Coffin received requests from Professor Yoshimura for ASCRC to consider catalog language regarding CR/NC grading and from Director French regarding the requirement that a dual degree have a minimum of 150 credits. Members were sent the correspondence and the issues were briefly discussed.  Currently students can change to CR/NC grade until the last day of the semester and this seems to be inconsistent with the intent of the grading option: ”To encourage students to venture into courses where they might otherwise hesitate because of uncertainty regarding their aptitude or preparation…” Athletes often use this option to retain their GPA/ eligibility.   The history of the 150 credit rule is not clear, but it seems to be a common standard at many universities. The Registrar has looked into the option of putting dual majors on diplomas.  This could help in some cases.  In other countries the diploma is considered the official record and students are under the impression that they will receive two for a dual degree. Chair Coffin and Director French will do a little more research and the items will be discussed further next week.  

· UM and most of MUS campuses are out of compliance with BOR Policy 301.5.3 requiring all credits that count toward a degree to be taken for traditional letter grading.  Some accreditation agencies require internships or practicums to be taken for CR.   Associate Provost Lindsay and Registrar Hickman attended a meeting about this issue.  A letter will be going to the Board of Regents to request a change in policy or a provision for exceptions.  

· Over the break, Chair Coffin was in discussions with Director French regarding issues with the Intermediate Writing Requirement and LIT 110 equivalencies. The acceptance of equivalency of AP/IB or LIT 110 from other campuses is not applied retroactively unless students appeal.  AP Language and Composition Exam satisfied the Introductory Writing requirement but the AP Literature and Composition Exam satisfies the Intermediate Writing requirement.

· President Stearns’ APASP recommendations were vague.  The Academic Deans are working on implementation plans now, but it is unclear whether a spring curriculum deadline is needed.  ASCRC will decide next week when more information is available.  [President Bodnar announced the reconfiguration of the University Planning Committee charged with revising the University’s mission statement and strategic plan using the efforts of APASP and the SPCC as a resource.  This will guide the future decision making with regard to program prioritization.  The work is to be completed by the end of spring semester.]
Business Items

· The curriculum items pending from the Science subcommittee below were approved. 
	FCFC/CHS
	Level 1
	Water Science & Society Certificate 

	FCFC/Interdisc
	Level 1
	Northern Rockies Leadership Certificate


 

· Chair Coffin briefly reported on the outcome of the two Graduation Appeal Committee meetings over the break.  There were a total of 24 appeals, 19 were approved, 3 were not approved, and 2 were tabled.  There were several general education, writing and advising errors appealed.  See detailed report below. 

· ECOS has asked that a rationale be included on the motion to revise the catalog governing graduation policy.  Registrar Hickman should help with this explanation.  Chair Coffin suggested that an additional item be added to ensure students understand that they can petition to change the catalog through the graduation appeals process.  He will work on a revision. 

· Chair Coffin presented the summary documents regarding the withdrawal workflow. We need to make the process easier for students in a traumatic situation.  He suggests a form in Cyberbear that can be accessed and approved by the various departments.  The administrative processes should not dictate how we interact with students. He requested members to send feedback regarding the documents.   The next step is to send it to the various stakeholders and invite them to a meeting.  [President Bodnar has instigated a simplification project.  He asked for suggestions at his talk and survey is going out to staff.  The suggestions should be shared with him to ensure there is not duplication of efforts. ]  
Good and Welfare
· The memorial for Melany Hoyle will be help February 16th at 3:00 p.m. in the UC Ballroom. 
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:46 p.m.

Graduation Appeals Report
Dec 11, 2017/Jan 22, 2018 Grad Appeals Meeting Report for ASCRC (D.Coffin, Chair)
Dec. 11: Nine appeals. Two declined. Seven approved. Three catalog requests, three writing requests and two Gen Ed substitution requests, one DSS/course substitution request.
Catalog requests by former students hoping to finish degrees, often they are trying to get the exception to allow D grades to count as Gen Ed (not allowable after c.2009)
Writing exception requests to satisfy IWR and AWR. We need to write departments and the Writing Committee about an apparent lack of intermediate and advanced writing classes, especially advanced writing classes in the student’s major. One student went through six years of college and 140 credits without either IWR or AWR. How does that happen?!!? Hopefully Degreeworks will remedy this. Faculty need ensure standard of write-revise-resubmit in courses for IWC and AWC. Are the criteria for IWR and AWR clear to faculty?
Need to ensure that students with disabilities get DSS assistance, can’t require it, but it should be encouraged.
No catalog corrections evident for Dec. 11.
January 22 meeting
15 Appeals total- 12 yes. 1 no. 2 tabled for more information/clarification.
Four advising errors, mostly Gen Ed, foreign language and writing requirements.
Three writing (AWR) appeals- course designations or substitutions. Does the AWR need to be in the major… no, preferred, not required.

Three requests for previous catalog, two granted.
One DSS substitution.
Notes: Can we detect courses losing ARW or IRW designation when paperwork isn’t filed when faculty fail to file paperwork allowing the course to keep its designation. DC discussed this with Gen Ed committee at their Jan 31 meeting; he needs to write a communication to Writing Committee.








